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The vast organic cotton fields of Texas. Under the clear

blue winter sky, the leaves fall away naturally, and the
cotton harvest begins.

We are Organic Cotton
Pioneers

Avanti began working with organic cotton

in 1990. At that time, the term “organic”
was not yet familiar to most people, and

very few knew about organic cotton.

From the beginning we dedicated our-
selves to importing organically grown raw

cotton and to producing and selling yarn,
fabric and finished goods of consistent

quality.

People want the things that touch their

skin everyday to be safe and reliable. This

is common sense that we tend to forget,
or find difficult to follow in modern life. It

is also very important.

For people now living and for future chil-
dren, we hope that a sustainable, organic

lifestyle will become common sense and

that we can return to a way of life that is

grateful for nature’s blessings. We at

Avanti will keep this foremost in our minds.
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Freshly picked cotton. Created to protect the seeds, the
cotton is soft but dense, with a strength that comes from
nature.




It Starts with the Soil
and the Seeds

Organic cotton means cotton that is
grown on land which has been free of
pesticides and herbicides for at least
three years. Truly, “organic cotton is not
made in a day”.

At present, there are no more farms in
Japan producing cotton for commercial
use. Therefore, we import organic cotton
from farms in Texas, U.S.A.

The vast cotton fields spread out in a 360
degree panorama. The soil used in the
farms is fertilized with cow manure, and
the bacteria make it soft and full of nutri-
ents. The farmers touch the soil, smell it,
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Dynamic harvesting in cotton fields stretching to the hori-
zon. (top)

It all starts with the soil. Watering the rich compost of
cotton leaves, cow manure and other organic materials
over a 3 - 12 month period harnesses the power of bacte-
ria to build a healthy, organic soil. (bottom)

and sometimes taste it to check its health
and fertility. Taking care of the soil is a crit-
ical part of the farmer’s job.

The system of “crop rotation” is used to
keep the soil healthy. Different types of
plants are grown in a yearly rotation so
that the necessary nutrients are not de-
pleted.

The cotton seeds used in organic farms
do not include any genetically modified
seeds. There is currently not enough un-
derstanding of how genetic engineering
effects humanity and nature to justify
using genetically modified seeds simply
because it is convenient. Good seeds
are passed down from generation to gen-
eration, that is the basis of sustainability.
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Cotton is a Blanket that
Protects the Seeds

Have you ever seen a cotton flower?
The life of the flower is only about 3 days.
When the flower disappears, a hard,
egg-shaped cotton boll appears, ripens
and then bursts open into a fluffy cotton
fiber ball. The part that we commonly
refer to as “cotton” is this cotton fiber
covering the seeds. It is like a blanket
that has been prepared to lovingly pro-
tect the precious seeds inside the boll.
There are many seeds in each boll. With
the seeds firmly attached to the cotton
fibers, we can see the importance in
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The job of the gin house is to remove the twigs and seeds
leaving only the pure cotton.

nature of protecting life.

From planting the seeds in April through
the harvest, the organic farm uses as few
chemicals as possible. The 7-spotted la-
dybug plays an active role in pest con-
trol and nature attracts other beneficial
insects that help the plants grow tall and
strong.

Harvesting is done in December and Jan-
uary. Usually a defoliating agent is spread

in the autumn for conventional cotton,
but organic cotton farms wait for the natu-
ral defoliant of the first frost. Under the
big blue sky of winter, you can see white
cotton fibers spread endlessly across the
dry ground.
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After a long voyage, bales of raw cotton arrive at the spin-

ning plant in Japan. One bale weighs 223 kg. (left)

Once the cotton bale is spread and sorted, the spinning
of the yarn can begin. (right)(YUHO spinning plant, Noumi
Island)
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“Made in Japan”
A Search for Quality

Raw cotton is processed through a series
of filters and air blowing where the seeds,
twigs and other materials are removed
leaving only the cotton fibers. These are
collected and pressed into large bales.
The large square bales are sent to the
spinning factory in Japan.

Most of the yarn used by Avanti is spun
in a factory on the small island of Noumi,
30 minutes by boat from Hiroshima, float-
ing in the Seto Inland Sea. Established in
1892, it has been one of the leading fac-
tories in establishing the modern Japa-
nese textile industry.

The cotton fibers are first formed into
long loose strands. As a number of these
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A rolled sheet of cotton is formed first, and then the fibers
are twisted into long, thick strands. (top)
Eight strands are spun together to form one. This is re-
peated until a total of sixty-four threads have been spun
together to make one thin yarn. (bottom)

strands are spun together one thin thread
of yarn is formed.

Many companies have recently chosen to
shift production overseas to save costs,
but at Avanti we believe in the value of
“Made in Japan”. We want to maintain
the high quality standards of the Japa-
nese culture.

The manufacturing of organic cotton re-
quires extra time and effort at all stages
and cannot be produced cheaply. It is not
a product that can be made by low-cost,
high-speed, large volume production meth-
ods. However, there is another type of pro-
duction that can only be done with organic
cotton. We must use the techniques that
have been developed over many years in
Japan to highlight the main features of or-
ganic cotton — safety and security.
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“Water twist” is a technique that strengthens the yarn by
adding water during the spinning process. (left)

Water twisted yarn gives a crinkling effect to the final
fabric. (NESEI yarn twisting plant, Tokamachi)




Japanese Origina| fine linen and silk crepe fabrics. No
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Technique of “Yarn Twist”  'onger limited to only a few locations,
water twist” is one of these techniques.

The yarn is what defines the type of cloth ~ Additionally, the character of this twist-
that will be produced. Even in the same  ed yarn makes long, beautiful wrinkles
weaving process, the features of the cloth  appear on the surface of the fabric and
will change dramatically if the yarn is differ-  give it a wonderful smooth feel.

ent. For a cloth manufacturer like Avanti, We can feel the wonderful skills of these
therefore, the yarn is of utmost impor- traditional craftsmen and this is what we
tance. It is so important that we have trav-  want to combine with our organic cotton.
eled all over Japan to find the right yarn. There is nothing greater than feeling this
Various technologies have been cultivat-  history of craftsmanship in cloth that you
ed in Japan over many years to produce  use everyday.
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Exclusive machines are used for the production of organic

cotton yarn. Care is taken at each step to make sure no
other material gets mixed into the yarn.
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Though the fabric is woven by machines, the setting and
care of the yarns are all done by hand. A craftman’s skill
allows a variety of fabrics to be woven from the same yarn.
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The Face of the Craftsman

Raw cotton grown across the sea is brought
to Japan and reborn as many types of
yarn. Then it is delivered all across Japan,
from Yonezawa in the north to Imabari in
the south. In the major weaving locations
around Japan, craftsmen with special-
ized skills weave the yarn into a variety
of fabrics.

The textile industry in Yonezawa began as
supplemental income for samurai house-
holds in the Edo Period. What began
mainly as silk industry making Hakama
(ceremonial men’s kimono skirts) has con-
tinued to flourish into modern times.
Parachute cloth was a major product
during the Second World War. Narrow
width, high density fabrics have been a
particular specialty. A local craftsman who
took over the family weaving business
from his father related the following story,
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“When visiting France, | saw an interesting
scarf so | purchased it, and then found
that it had actually been produced in
Yonezawa."”

The fabric made in each factory is com-
pletely different. However, the one thing
they all have in common is that the human
touch cannot be removed from the pro-
duction process. It is that human skill that
determines whether the cloth will be
good quality or not. Arranging the threads
on the looms one by one according to the
requirements of the cloth is a mind-bog-
gling task. Once the weaving has begun,
the craftsman must also watch carefully
that the threads do not break and that
the cloth is being woven properly. It is
just as much work as raising a child.

You can hear the sounds of looms work-
ing in the deep snow of winter. Here,
weaving cloth is a feeling like waiting for
Spring to arrive.
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Wooden looms and equipment used over the years.
A craftman’s desk and weaving materials. Well-main-
tained over the years, they have acquired the patina
of daily use.
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The Healthy Beauty of
Raw Fabric

The fabric produced by Avanti is raw
fabric, or sometimes it is called “colored
cotton”. We value the natural color of the
cotton, the healthy beauty of raw fabric.
That is the true value of Avanti. Fabric
that is as soft and fine as a mayfly’s feath-
er, fabric so fluffy you want to bury your
face in it, fabric that feels wonderfully
crunchy...over 600 different types of fab-
rics, each with it's own character and no
two alike.

Fabric expresses the character of the loca-
tion where it is produced. A good exam-
ple is the towel manufacturing center of

Imabari. The towel industry began there
in the Meiji Period and it continued to
hold the top share of towel production in
Japan. Avanti towels are made in Imabari.
As the young president of an Imabari
towel factory says, “It is very difficult to
answer the question of what type of towel
is the best. Each person has their own
preferences.” Everyone must have had the
experience of choosing a well-used, worn-
out towel over a brand new one.

Towels are used every day, washed, and
re-used over and over for years, or even
decades. They become a part of our
memories. The vibrant fabric created in
Imabari will certainly become a precious
part of someone’s life.

AFNIHDBR T BAT/RAILNEER—TEDL%, (BER
SR I IEMAAIIZT)

AF RS TR DA o7 f1d KO THIENEEZEEL. BDICLOT
EOMTEY 2BEDTRERED, COEEE [EEMT | EFR,
PIEEFIDBAICK DS,

In towel weaving, the weft yarns are used to create loops
called “pile”. (MASAOKA Towel Factory, Imabari)

Oils retained in cotton fabric are washed away and effects
like crinkling are added in the process called “finishing”.
This takes a special craftsmanship.
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Diapers touch the delicate skin of babies every day. Tight-
ening the bonds between mother and child, a cloth

diaper plays an important role in the health and comfort
of a growing baby.
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Why We Make
Organic Cotton Diapers

Why do we make a certain product? We want
to produce items with a clear reason behind
them. One of the symbols of this concept is di-
apers. We want to change the image of cloth
diapers in today’s world, where the paper
diaper is king. Whereas babies raised with
paper diapers generally use them until they are
3 - 4 years old, those raised in cloth diapers
stop at about 2 years old on average. When
considered from an economic standpoint, as
well as the impact on our natural resources, this
1 — 2 year difference has a huge impact.
Above all, the earlier a child stops wearing dia-
pers, the earlier they can run around freely and
develop strong and healthy legs.

Since mothers are always taking care of
children’s behinds when they are babies, chil-
dren gain a sense of confidence, the security
that there is always someone to take care of
you. All you have to do is tell your mother
when you have to go potty. This in turn af-
fects our physical and mental health as adults.
Cases of adult incontinence among young
women have been increasing lately and
recent studies have shown that this may be
somewhat caused by childhood experiences.

Of course it is difficult to use only cloth dia-
pers. Paper diapers are certainly appreciated
when traveling, or when a baby has a case of
diarrhea, and it is important to appreciate
the conveniences of our modern age.

At the same time, convenience is not the
only thing. We want to supply products that
create an emotional bond.
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New or old, organic cotton clothes are always comfort-

able. JOCA maintains strict standards for the production
of organic cotton products.
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We Use it because
it Feels Good

People use organic cotton products be-
cause they feel good. This is the most im-
portant thing. That is the foremost reason
that people use and enjoy them for a long
time. That leads to an awareness of envi-
ronmental issues and this, we think, is the
beauty of organic cotton.

Feeling good has various meanings -
“strength and toughness”, “machine wash-
able”, “useful in any situation” — because it
will always be there for us, it feels good.
Avanti established our own brand, Pristine,
in 1996 based on this concept.

From baby clothes, children’s apparel, and
adult inner wear to bed linens, bath prod-
ucts, skincare pads, and seamless under-
wear, all of our products have been devel-
oped from the standpoint of the user.

All of our organic cotton products use raw
material that is certified by the world certifi-
cation body and meet all the standards of
the non-profit Japan Organic Cotton Asso-
ciation (JOCA). All products are made in
Japan. All Pristine branded products are la-
beled with the JOCA mark.

People of all ages can feel the goodness of
organic cotton products when they use
them. The satisfaction and security can be
felt right away. It feels good.
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What We Can Do
for the Future

Organic cotton is less than 1% of the
cotton produced worldwide. Moreover,
almost nothing is produced in Japan. We
want to try growing raw cotton in Japan.
We want to practice local production for
local consumption with organic cotton in
Japan. This is the best way to lessen the
impact on the environment and the human
body. Then we want to create a place
where people with parent-child problems,
or psychiatric issues or problems fitting
into society can contribute.

In the last half-century, Japan has gained
material wealth while at the same time
losing some spiritual richness. We all enjoy
the gains in material wealth and conve-
nience, but we really do not know what we
have lost in the process.

This has only been realized on the past 10
years or so. The same period that the con-
cept of organic has become widely known.
People now care about what is healthy and
safe for their bodies. One reason for this
has been the proliferation of products that
are not healthy and safe.

We do not want to return to some impover-
ished past. We do not want to change the
world suddenly. However, organic prod-
ucts can be a new choice that takes hold of
your life. Nothing may change when you
first touch an organic fabric, but gradually
your future will begin to change.
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